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I: HEARD with diſguſt a few days ago, - 

of pony me to pronounce what he called. 

1 aſcertained 3 of the Roman Ca- 
tholics. He ſtated, that the Catholics were. 
unanimous in favour of an Union, and that 
their motive was this, that as they had 1 
in their attempt io elevate themſelves to the pos- 
tical privileges of the Proteflants, they were 
determined to have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing tis 
Proteſtants brought ' down to their own level. 
In an enlightened. and liberal aſſembly, 
that declaration was received with uni N 
indignation; for it imputed to you Gatimenth: | 


which are infatuation, and motives which: _- 


are diabolical, and the contradiction and re- 
primand to which the aſſerter was obliged to 
ſubmit, gave general ſatisfaction. I do not | 
now addreſs you, in the fear that ſo abandon- 
ed a calumny had the ſmalleſt an . 
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truth; I do not exhort you to a general and 
manly co-operation in reſiſting the ruinous | 
project of an Union, with all the virtuous | 
And public ſpirited of your countrymen of all 
. perſuaſions, from the ſlighteſt apprehenſion, | 
that you have ever warranted the foul ſlander 
uttered againſt you; for if I felt ſuch appre- 
I! henſions, I would tremble at the thought of 
tt your alliance, and deprecate your co-opera- 
= tion. But I addreſs you as the great body of | 
Re Iriſhmen, and implore you to conſider ſeriouſly | 
and anxiouſly the fate which threatens your 
.. country, and not ſuffer any mean reſentment 
 _ .. _ or feminine jealouſy to prevent you from avert- 
ing it. This is no time e or ſecon- | 
_ dary feelings, the great cauſe of your country | 
is equally before all deſcriptions of Itiſhmen, ' 
and I behold already with pleaſure, good re- 
ſulting from evil, and this deſperate enter- 
prize of government, promiſing the abſorp- 
tion of all our inteſtine and ' deplorable diſ- 
ſeaſions in one generous oblivion of the paſt, 
d and in one vigorous and patriotic combination 
n defence of the liberties of this land. 
I .̃)u be public have been already appealed to, 
and you have had the opportunity of ſeeing 
1 this projected Revolution canvaſſed and exa- 
mined; it is not neceſſary, therefore, to ex- 
hibit to you here, the folly, the treachery and 
danger of the meafure, I ſhall only, in a word 
or two, remind you of its particular relation 
to yourſelves. You have long deſired to par- 
ticipate in the Conſtitution of your country 
2 [LASETS : 8 Ml | „ and | 
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0 and i is it x polllble you can ot Sued 5 into. a . I 
_  eſcence or * Seuthe upon a meaſure Whien 


claims at this moment; obſerve him e 
to terrify your Proteſtant- brethren” by the 
Proteſtant brethren are not terriſied by him. 


4 the Catholics will not drop their claims, nor 6 "JF 
* the argument of numbers in their fayour:” Þþ 


<4 tenant, have repeated their demand for po- 


. is the government.” You may take the 
word of the Author—his poſition is tos ob- 4 


- - thority, and it is true, though he has ſaid it. 


hopes Until that political death overſtiadows Þ 
you, your pretenſions as they did before, may 7 5 I 


 # 


1s ſpecifically recommended to your enemies, _ - I 
upon the excluſive ' merits of ſilencing you: - | 
retenſions*for ever. Read the work of the 
miniſterial advocate for an Union, that wotk 
which introduced this ſubject to the nation, 
and obſerve his account of the ſtate of your. 
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rtinacity of your expeQations, afid obſerve” 
in their unanimous indignation, - that your 


* Whilſt Ireland continues a ſeparatek ingdom,” | 


« So far from dropping their claims; they have 
« already renewed them; and the Catholiesof* 
& Waterford, in an addreſs to the Lord Lieu- 


« litical n and advanced it on a ed” 2x 
« of merit. They have ftill, and will Ever '4 
have, electioneering partizans in parliament, — 
„and ſpeculative advocates in England, to 
feed their hopes, and they will be fu pported bz 
« by every open oppoſer and ſecret ill wiſher a 


vious and plain to be affected by his W. 


An Union muſt be the extinction of oder” 


e 
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. aha own «ave im + at lat heal. 
the lacerations of the public mind: the hu- 
man intellect naturally advances to juſtice and 
if Hiberality in ſpite of cafual interruption ; the 
[-  2Qtivity of the bad paſſions fatigues itſelf, and 
1 3 and uncharitablenaſs are tyrants of the _ 
It Heart, which do not reign for ever. A new 
[I miniſtry, a new Parliament, a peace, a great 
- _ . event, ora flight change may each, or all de- 
cide upon your ultimate ſucceſs. But learn 
from the miniſterial oracle, that an Union is 
' the grave of your hopes, beyond which there 
is no redemption, Learn alſo from him the 
maturity of your cauſe at this moment, and 
that the fruit is ready to drop into your hands, 
tf _ vnlefs the tree be cut up by the roots Who 
will be a guarantee. of the Proteſtant Aſ- 
== 2 aan, and whom will it content? A 
party of Proteſtants in Ireland term it unjuſt 
= © and abfurd ; another party in England term 
| | « it by ſouler names; great leaders in oppoſi - 
. tion, poſſibly the future miniſters of Eng - 
land. may condemn it; and ſome members 
ö «of the Britiſh Cabinet are ſuppoſed” to be 
* adverſe to it. Its ſtability may reſt upon 
« accident, upon the death of a fing/e cha- 
« racer upon the change of a Miniſter, on the 
_ 4. temper of a Lord Lieutenant, Ax D THE ro- 
© LICY OF [THIS SYSTEM 18 MUCH DOUBFTED 
„BY THE PEOPLE or ENGLAND.” I do. 
- P*oteſt to God, whether I conſider the natural 
 _ tendency of the meaſure itſelf, or the princi- 
* 125 and declarations of its promoters, I 25 0 
16%, — | a loſs 
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n effectuate as the permanent ſubja. 5 9 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland. 
K what is hinted to yon as the a 1 
this eternal ſurrender? The an vr 
and „ 25505 the new der at 
| thin Ome may I au.. yet. 5 bo. | 
| 75 5 if my the lan; 


Clergy, -in dependence u 


you would be ee 5 
guage which this ve Gere The hun ff 
thus ad by you, agdwricen of you, ea 5 
now in the hopes of your preſer 
neutrality upon this 


 (Iſpeak not of Lord 8 ral ning ; | 
tion the Government—his conduct te you, 


and to Ireland, has been magnanimous.} It 


_ little avails, (ſay your old taſk maſters,) what 
the Bar, or the mercantile community, or tee 
. City of Dublin may declare; the Catholics Þ} 


have not yet ſpoken, and theanis the voice of 


the 
jan age the men call you the people to-day, | 


who yeſterday denied that you were ſo, and 


to-morrow will treat you as if you were not 
ſo? Depend upon it, they ſeck to make your | 


reſentments, at © wiv they will laugh here 
politics; but 1 5 
rely upon you for a different conduct, and en- 


after, the inſtruments of their 


pect that you will ſet the example of a;mag- 


nanimous forgetfulnefs of every thing but the = 
| honour of your native land. This conduct wil! 
reclaim the prejudices of thouſands, and the | 

; Oy which you PA you will en, | 


+ # 


Alas! Catholics, can it be for 1 


8 
If you are not to be moved by ſuperior con- 
ſiderations, I would in vain appeal to you 
for conſiſtency, yet I cannot but remind you 
that in the year 1795, when the recall of Lord 
Fitzwilliam ſnatched your hopes from your 
graſp, the Catholics of Dublin, in a numer- 
. ous and moſt reſpectable meeting at Francis- 
Street Chapel, unanimouſly reſolved *© that they 
would not accept of Emancipation upon the terms 
of an Union. 1 Pa 
He who takes the liberty of thus addreſſing 
ou, is one of that party of Proteſtants in 
- 1 who, (as the Secretary has told 
you) thinks go. excluſion from the Conſti- 
tution unjuſt and abſurd. He has always 
thought ſo. Many years ago, tho an humble 
and obſcure man, he aſſerted through the 
reſs, the juſtice of your pretenſions, even 
in the infancy of your demands: He fought 
no emolumental reward, and denied himſelf 
even the pardonable indulgence of reputation. 
He looks forward ſteadily to the ſame objec, 
and relies confidently for its accompliſhment 
upon the progreſſive Aua, of the human 
mind. He hopes to ſee his countrymen of 
all perſuaſions, one great, proſperous, happy, 
and loyal nation, and he truſts that the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland will not contribute to its 
becoming a degraded and divided province. 
EB | AN OLD FRIEND. 


December, 20th, 1798. 


